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Rangers Office: 858-581-9961
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You may have seen individuals working 
throughout the canyons, accompanied 
by orange shirts and a van that both 
read Alpha Project. On the day this 
photo was taken, these folks worked in 
Tecolote Canyon hauling truckloads of 
mulch out to the revegetation site. 
The Alpha Project has also helped with 
clearing brush, cleanups and 
maintenance projects. 

Who are these individuals? According to 
their website, Alpha Project is a 
nonprofit human services organization 
with a mission “to empower people who 
are motivated to change their lives”. 
One of Alpha Project’s services is a 
transitional employment program called 
Take Back the Streets. “TBS is a 
catalyst for homeless people who are 
able to work, providing them with 
immediate transitional employment and 
training while providing the community 
with vital cost saving services.”

The rangers at Tri-Canyons appreciate 
the hard work of the Alpha Crews! Learn 
more at www.alphaproject.org.

(Left) Tecolote Nature 
Center visitors learning 

about and listen to 
birds with their 

grandchild. 

Many thanks to 
volunteer Joan for 

creating this interesting 
and easy to use birding 

basics display. 

January Kids’ Art & Activities

USD students visiting a TNC 
craft table (above)

http://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org
http://www.alphaproject.org


Cooper’s Hawk

Scene from my Window
By John

“I was startled by loud bump on my 
sliding glass door. Sadly, I recognized that 
a Cedar Waxwing had hit the glass. As the 
beautiful bird lay stunned, a Cooper's 
Hawk swooped under the patio, landed, 
secured the bird in its talons and flew off 
with its prey. I can only guess that the 
Cedar Waxwing had stopped for  quick 
lunch on the nearby Toyon berries and 
instead became lunch for the raptor. It was 
quite a Nano Nature moment while I 
watched from my window.”

Donations

Thank you to all who have donated 
during fundraisers and 

#GivingTuesday!
Any and every donation is 

appreciated 
and makes our programs possible. 

You can donate to Friends of Tecolote 
Canyon at Tecolote Nature Center, or 

at our website: 
www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/

About Friends of 
Tecolote Canyon

Friends of Tecolote Canyon is a non-profit 
community organization committed to 

sponsoring nature education and 
restoration activities in Tecolote Canyon 
Natural Park. Our education program, 
supported by SDGE’s “Environmental 
Champions Initiative”, is dedicated to 

bringing children into Tecolote Canyon and 
fostering connection through enjoyable, 

memorable, and meaningful experiences in 
our unique and precious local habitat. 

Nano Nature Challenge Entries

By Joan Brosnan

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011

Friends of 
Tecolote Canyon

https://www.facebook.com/
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Cedar Waxwing
(Above & below, and butterfly photos 
credit: iNaturalist.org)
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Take the Challenge: 
Share your Nano Nature moment!

Did nature find you during an errand, a commute, or at school, work or other?

Send your nature encounter photos and brief description to:
 friendsoftecolotecanyon@gmail.com 

When Nature Meets Neighbors

Coyote Photo By John Coffman

Marian Bear Coyote
By John Coffman

“Third encounter with the same 
coyote. He was head east just like me but 
was rather nervous about using the trail 
with Tom, Alice and myself, standing and 
talking."

Fluttering By
By Claire

“On December 24, I saw a Gulf 
Fritillary fluttering around my neighbor's 
Passion Vine.  These "long wing butterflies" 
are common in our local butterfly gardens. 
The weather had been warm, perhaps it 
was laying eggs on the Passion Vine, the 
host plant and food for the larva.” 

In the end, 
we will conserve only

 what we love, 
we will love only 

what we understand, 
we will understand only 

what we are taught,” 

—Baba Dioum 
(Senegalese Forestry Engineer), 

Senegal, 1968.

https://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/donate


Volunteer of the Year: Dick Crandall
by Eloise Battle

Dick Crandall been volunteering with Tecolote Nature Center since 
January of 2010. He volunteers at least two Sunday nature center docent shifts 
each month, does foot patrols, is often times The Snake Guy for school field trips 
and special events, and has created a photo display board for Tecolote Nature 
Center. He has assisted the Herpetologist Society with snake surveys in the 
canyon.

Dick is Mr. Fix-It when we need help with anything, and most recently he 
has taken the time to cut all of the hardy board for the UC High School tile project. 
He used his own workshop and tools for this plus researched the proper adhesive 
to use for the project. He was instrumental in installing the previous years’ UC 
High art projects. 

Because of Dick’s awesome customer service, Friends of Tecolote
Canyon received a donation from a patron who appreciated the service he
received from Dick. Dick has also researched and purchased a series of Zoo 
News publications and donated them for Tecolote Nature Center’s Children’s 
Library. 

Dick really has been a great help to all of us around here and he is 
deserving of the recognition.

Dick was presented with the award at the 2018 Holiday Party. 
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Eloise Battle presenting Dick Crandall with Award

What Floats Your Boat? 

Park Ranger Erika assisted two Police Officers in 
getting the abandoned boat hauled away. The 
“Crew” had to push the boat onto the flatbed and it 
was hauled [and hulled] away for good. 
But naut before a Ranger crew sail-fie. 

(Left) Tecolote 
Nature Center 
visitor who 
created a forest 
at the winter 
woodland 
creation 
station.

Building Bridges

Tecolote Canyon bridge near the golf course is 
installed and ready to withstand foot traffic and 
heavy rains! Thanks to volunteers Matt Unwin and 
John Boaz for assisting the Rangers in getting this 
project completed.

“Marla, 
Thank you very much for making our school visits to Tecolote Canyon AMAZING!  Our students 
learned so much and the parents are eager to come back to continue their family learning at 
Tecolote Canyon. Big thanks to Ranger Cameron who shared such a wonderful lesson on snakes 
with us. Our students, teachers and parents learned so much about reptiles and absolutely loved 
meeting some scaly friends at the end. The teachers also appreciated lessons on how to NOT meet 
scaly, rattling friends on the trails. And finally, thank you to Friends of Tecolote Canyon for providing 
these amazing resources to our children.  Thank you for giving our students such a wonderful gift.  
We look forward to visiting again soon.” —San Diego Greater Academy

The 2018 G. Peter Sargeant Award Goes to 



Hit any Snags Lately?
By Joan Brosnan

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011
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Life is full of snags, like major 
problems that impede progress, or 
minor irritations like a hole in a 
garment. The good news is that a snag 
in our neighborhood canyons is 
beneficial!

In forest ecology, a snag can 
also be defined as a standing 
dead tree or fallen log.

Some might consider a standing 
dead tree an eyesore to be felled, or 
fallen log a fire hazard to be removed.  
However, local species of birds such as 
the Nuttall's Woodpecker, Barn Owls, 
the House Wren and the Western Blue Bird make their nest cavities in live trees and 
snags. Incredibly, snag condos will provide more food and shelter in death 
than in life for numerous other mammals, amphibians, reptiles and invertebrates.

The primary tenants of a 
fallen log are invertebrates and 
fungi, which soften the wood 
allowing it to be easily shredded by 
birds and mammals. Their impact 
on the snag is essential to other 
wildlife that depends on or makes 
use of the old wood. The variety of 
invertebrates inhabiting dead and 
dying trees is staggering: 
millipedes, termites, earwigs, 
beetles, spiders, ants, slugs, 
salamanders and even 
earthworms. Their activity upon the 

snag attracts other canyon dwellers who in the course of foraging for food, create 
additional holes or cavities. 

With time and the passage of many wet and dry seasons, as well as the chewing 
and tunneling of many creatures, the bark softens and crumbles, enriching the earth. 
Snags "live on”, eventually returning important nutrients to the soil for another tree 
seedling. 

Curious to view a snag in the canyon? It might be tempting to wander 
off trail, but snags are usually surrounded by poison oak and leaf litter that conceals 
rattlesnakes. There are a couple downed logs visible along the Battle Trail in Tecolote 
Canyon. Over the past years, one snag sheltered a Southern Pacific Rattlesnake and a 
bee hive.  

Whether your life is full of snags or not, learning about nature in Tecolote Canyon 
continues to thrill and educate. From the earth to the sky there is always 
something new to see and experience in our local canyon habitat. 

Take a walk soon. 

The Beautiful Beetle Book 
by Sue Unstead

This fun book has beautiful illustrations and 
interesting facts about beetles. Did you know 
that insects make up 85 percent of all living 
creatures?  There are more than 300,000 
types of beetles and you can learn about 
some of them on your next visit to the 
Children’s Library inside the Tecolote Nature 
Center.
Thanks to Ethan’s Grandma, Sheila for 
donating some wonderful bug bugs to the 
Children’s Library.

Kids Zone

Above: John Boaz, Marla Gilmore, Matt Unwin 
visited the Holiday Party Selfie Station 

Above: Rich Breisch and Marla Gilmore 
working in the canyon 



February Events
and a May Save the Date

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011
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Tecolote Nature Center
5180 Tecolote Road San Diego, CA 92110 

858-581-9944 
Park Ranger Office 858-581-9961

Monday – Closed, 
Tuesday –Saturday 9:00-4:00, 

Sunday 9:00-2:00

Saturday, February 9
10:00-11:00 Ranger Led Walk – Lanston Street – 

Linda Vista
Join Park Ranger Erika on a walk through a lesser 

known area of Tecolote Canyon that meanders 
through Linda Vista.  Learn about native plants, 

animals and the history of the area. Wear closed toe 
shoes, sun protection and bring a reusable water 

bottle.  Meet near 6462 Lanston Street and look for 
the Park Ranger truck. There are no restrooms here 

and the trail has some uneven terrain. 
All ages welcome!

Saturday, February 16
9:00-11:00 Weed Warriors

Volunteer with the Park Rangers to make your 
canyon awesome! Help is needed in the restoration 
and revegetation areas. Gloves and tools provided. 

Wear long pants and sturdy shoes. No flip flops 
please. Bring sun protection and a refillable water 

bottle.

Wednesday, February 20
1:30-3:00 Art & Activities for Kids- Free!

Rain, rain, rain! Join in the fun! 
Learn a little, create a lot. 

Saturday, February 23
8:00 am Audubon Society Birding Walk

All skill levels welcome. Get outside and learn 
something new! Bring binoculars, water and dress in 

layers as the canyon can be chilly in the morning. 
Meet at Tecolote Nature Center.

Canyon Compadres – Wednesday Mornings
 Meet at different locations in the canyon to pick up 
trash, trim the trails, and whatever the rangers may 
need help with. Interested? Call the Park Ranger 

Office for more information. 858-581-9961

SAVE THE DATE: May 4, 2019
10:00-4:00 Clairemont Garden Tour

Tecolote Nature Center’s Native Plant Garden
 is part of the tour! 

Learn more: 
https://www.clairemontonline.com/Garden-Tour

Activities are posted at
 https://www.meetup.com/Friends-of-Tecolote-

Canyon-Natural-Park-and-Nature-Center/
Like us on Facebook/Friends of Tecolote Canyon

www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org
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Power Plant in the Canyon

Thank you 
to 

Our Sponsors

http://www.meetup.com/Friends
http://www.meetup.com/Friends
http://www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org

