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Contact information
Tecolote Nature Center
5180 Tecolote Road
San Diego, CA 92110

Open Tues-Sat   9:00-4:00
          Sundays   9:00-2:00

Main Phone: 858-581-9944 
Rangers Office: 858-581-9961

Visit our website

www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org 

We live a few hundred feet from 
Tecolote Canyon Natural Park. Occasionally 
the Southern Pacific Rattlesnake, a 
subspecies of the Western Rattlesnake, can 
be found on canyon trails. Sometimes they 
even wander into our neighborhood. In the 
past 3 years I have removed seven 
rattlesnakes from 
my neighbors’ 
properties and 
taken them to 
safer locations in 
the canyon, far 
from any dwellings 
or trails. Although 
rattlesnakes visit 
my neighbors’ 
yards, we had 
never found any on our property. That is, 
until one warm day this past September.

 I was planning on cutting off a dead 
branch on our oak tree. As I walked over the 
crinkly, dry leaves, I heard the rattle of a 
snake. I almost tripped trying to run 
backwards. My wife, Susan, thought I was 
imagining things, because all was now 
quiet.

Neighbor Jerry and his daughter 
Amy happened to be coming out of their 
home.

With long poles, we were able to locate the 
rattlesnake under Toyon bushes and it began 
to rattle nonstop. Neighbor Paul came outside 
to see what all the buzz was about. Using 
Jerry’s noose on a long pole, we were able to 
get the rattlesnake into a garbage can. Paul 
and I then carried the snake into the canyon 

and released it away from 
areas frequented by most 
canyon visitors.
Rich and Jerry are 
experienced snake 
wranglers. 

Friends of the 
Canyon, if you discover a 
rattlesnake on your 
property, please do not 
attempt to remove it 

yourself. Rattlesnake venom is life 
threatening. Call the Park Rangers, also 
experienced snake wranglers, at Tecolote 
Nature Center, 858-581-9944. 
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At left:
Nature Center Director Marla 
introduces Gulp the Gopher 
Snake to visiting friends
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Nano Nature on Veggies

Last spring I harvested lettuce from my 
garden and found an interesting caterpillar on 
one of the leaves. I didn't recognize that 
species and wondered if I could raise it. I knew 
that the adult would have laid the egg on a 
suitable host plant. Obviously my lettuce was 
suitable food because the caterpillar was 
about 1 inch long when I discovered it. 

My wonder and curiosity continued over the 
next  couple of weeks as I fed the larva lettuce 
from my garden. Soon it created a soft webby 
cocoon instead of a chrysalis. The cocoon 
which was my first clue that the larva's 
metamorphosis would result in a moth. About 
3 weeks later an Acrea Moth emerged from 
the cocoon. I had found a Salt Marsh 
Caterpillar!

Donations

Your donations are always 
appreciated and make our programs 

possible. 
You can donate to Friends of Tecolote 
Canyon at Tecolote Nature Center, or 

at our website: 
www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org/

donate

Nature Walks and Talks
Pictured above: Local elementary students 
walk from school to join ESCAPe naturalists in 
Tecolote Canyon for guided nature walks and 
talks. 

Thank you for supporting Tecolote Canyon 
educational programming for our local 

students.   

About Friends of 
Tecolote Canyon

Friends of Tecolote Canyon is a non-profit 
community organization committed to 

sponsoring nature education and 
restoration activities in Tecolote Canyon 
Natural Park. Our education program, 
supported by SDGE’s “Environmental 
Champions Initiative”, is dedicated to 

bringing children into Tecolote Canyon and 
fostering connection through enjoyable, 

memorable, and meaningful experiences in 
our unique and precious local habitat. 

Nano Nature
Encounter, Wonder and Engage
By Joan Brosnan

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011

2019 Nano Nature 
Nature Challenge

 Encounter, Wonder and Engage! 

"Life is made up of moments, small pieces of 
glittering mica in a long stretch of gray cement. 
It would be wonderful if they came to us 
unsummoned, but particularly in lives as busy 
as the ones most of us lead now, that won't 
happen. We have to teach ourselves how to 
make room for them, to love them, and to live, 
really live."  Anna Quindlen

I wrote an article entitled "Nano Nature" for 
the last FOTC e-newsletter. I challenged 
myself to pause, look up and around for nano 
opportunities to engage and wonder about 
nature within my busy life. Later I wondered if 
others would like to join me in this challenge.

Friends of Tecolote Canyon invites nature 
enthusiasts of all ages to participate the 
2019 FOTC Nano Nature Challenge: 
Encounter, Wonder and Engage!

Send your nature photos along with a short 
written explanation of a personal nature 
encounter within the local neighborhoods and 
the tri-canyons from 2018-2019. 
Written entries with digital photos attached 
should be emailed to 
friendsoftecolotecanyon@gmail.com.  

Join me, and awaken to the nature around 
you, through the 2019 FOTC Nano Nature 
Challenge: Encounter, Wonder and Engage.  
Friends of Tecolote Canyon looks forward to 
receiving your entries and learning about your 
encounters with nature in your life.

Suitable photos and written entries will be 
posted on the Friends of Tecolote Canyon 
Facebook page and in the quarterly e-
newsletter. Friends of Tecolote Canyon 
reserves the right to edit written content if 
necessary. Photos will become the property of 
FOTC. First name recognition will be given to 
all photos and written entries that are posted 
on FOTC Facebook page and e-newsletter.

Friends of 
Tecolote Canyon

https://www.facebook.com/
friendsoftecolotecanyon/ Volume 4, Issue 1, Nov 2018

Salt Marsh Moth 
photo credit: Joan Brosnan

Caterpillar on lettuce
photo credit: Joan Brosnan

“Hello, I have been a member of the San Diego Button Club, which holds its meetings at your center. I 
wanted to compliment the beauty of the center overall, but especially the new tiles representing native 
flora and fauna in your breezeway. They are exceptional!! Thank you for your wonderful center.
Sincerely, Tracy”
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    “    I am one of those rare San Diego natives. I was born to two Navy Chiefs 
who met at the VA Hospital. As both my parents were in the military the family moved around a 
bit, even overseas but luckily we ended up back in San Diego. As an elementary kid I spent 
time exploring Los Penasquitos Canyon on my orange Huffy mountain bike, pedaling all the 
way to the Falls to swim and catch crawdads. My family spent most vacations road-tripping to 
National Parks in a green Jay-Co popup trailer. I also spent many weekends camping around 
Julian and began exploring nature solo at a young age.  

In High School my family moved from Mira Mesa to Tierrasanta, where I was 
fortunate again to have nature nearby, this time Mission Trail Regional Park. Growing up in San 
Diego I feel a great sense of responsibility and pride now working as a Ranger in these 
canyons that I played in as a kid. This Southern California landscape, these coyotes, 
sycamores, manzanita are my habitat and my exposure to this wild urban landscapes shaped 
my knowledge, values and interest. 

In college I fostered an understanding and curiosity of people and the natural world 
with a degree in Psychology and a minor in Biology. The plan after to college was to become a 
social worker for at risk youth. While in college I began volunteering as a trail guide at Mission 
Trail Regional Park. I soon realized I would find a combination of working with kids and the 
environment to be highly rewarding. 

I took a teaching position with the San Diego County Office Education as an Outdoor 
Education Program Specialist at Cuyamaca Outdoor Science School, fondly called 6thgrade 
camp. During my summers off I worked as a kayak guide in the San Juan Island, a naturalist for 
camps for individuals with disabilities, a climbing guide, a park aide for state parks and even a 
chocolatier. After over a decade of teaching I felt a pull to work more directly with the 
environment, and when a Park Ranger position opened up with the City of San Diego I eagerly 
applied.  

I have been with Tri-Canyons for 6 months now and couldn’t be happier.  I am 
impressed by the volunteers who have fought to make these parks, by the volunteers who work 
to keep the trails safe and clean and those who help educate visitors.  There are so many 
things I look forward to achieving in this position, more community involvement, outreach with 
students, a better understanding of the flora and fauna populations, eradicating invasive and 
revegetating areas and just continuing to preserve and protect these San Diego Canyons for 
the future. 

        ”
We are so happy to have Ranger Erika and her contagious enthusiasm and passion for the Tri-
Canyon parks!
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Meet Park Ranger Erika
We asked Ranger Erika to tell us about herself and how she came to be with Tri-Canyon Parks.

Ranger Erika and her stepdaughter Chloe at native habitats table

Ranger Erika & Ranger Cameron clearing trails

Erika helping kids place native plants & animals 
artwork on a habitat display board she made

Erika at an event with her desert tortoise “Tommy”; 
she inherited two from her grandma!

Rangers Erika and Cameron patrolling in Mission Valley



Volunteer Recognition

Thank you to the City of San Diego’s 
Volunteer Office for hosting a wonderful 
volunteer recognition event on Saturday, 
October 6. Tecolote Nature Center Director 
Marla ran the craft stations for children and 
adults. Here, Marla and Volunteer Cheryl are 
showing off their handmade flower crowns. 
Cheryl has been volunteering at the nature 
center for 3 years! Thank you Cheryl! Other 
activities included a photo booth, nature walk, 
an outdoor movie, prize giveaways, dinner 
and S’mores. We are looking forward to 
celebrating all of our volunteers at the next 
recognition event! DONATIONS

How to Catch A Mouse 

Pictured above: Volunteer Susan B shows 
kids from Greater San Diego Academy 
(GSDA) how an owl sneaks up behind its 
prey and grabs it with its talons. Susan was 
the owl and the student was the poor little 
mouse. GSDA teachers brought their 
students to Tecolote Nature Center to 
discover nature in the canyon and nature 
center. Volunteer Susan also led the 
students in an owl pellet dissection lesson. 
Everyone enjoyed the presentation and 
learned a lot while having fun!

Nature Education

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011

Park Ranger at the Library 
“We just had a visit today with Park Ranger 
Cameron Engelhart at the North Clairemont 
Library. He did a terrific program. He gave a 
great talk, had a table full of stuff for the kids 
to explore (owl pellet, bugs in resin, owl talon 
and feathers, snake skin, sample of poison 
oak in a case, etc.) and brought along a 
darling rosy boa for the kids to touch. He was 
personable and very knowledgeable. I think at 
least one of the kids present may end up a 
park ranger. The kids also really appreciated 
the booklets and kids to canyons bags that 
we passed out.
Best Regards,
Joyce- Bray Fessler, Youth Services Librarian” 
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Eloise Battle, the Mother of Tecolote Canyon, 
sharing a little canyon history with Park Rangers 
Steven Smith, Cameron Engelhart and Erika Weikel

Partnering with volunteer naturalist Lauriel, 
local high school art students created 
beautiful tiles that have been placed on the 
exterior of the nature center. 

Thanks to our Junior Volunteer, Yaz Battle 
(Eloise’s granddaughter) for creating an 
indoor discovery scavenger hunt for the kids 
from Cabrillo Afterschool Camp. The kids 
were rewarded with new knowledge and a 
special prize once they completed the 12 
items on the discovery hunt. As you can see, 
the kids were super excited to participate 
and be rewarded!

Bobcat in Marian Bear
photo credit: John Coffman, patrol volunteer

Dean Leavitt from Mesa College has been 
bringing his Biology 100 class to Tecolote Nature 
Center for several years. The canyon and center 
are in close proximity to Mesa College and have 
good examples of native plants and wildlife. 
Pictured: Dean is showing students a toyon 
plant and a monkey flower underneath. 

Nature Center Happenings
Volunteers, students, art, library program, and a bobcat 
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Anything but Boring: 
Invasive Shot Hole Borers
by Shannon Quigley-Raymond

About ISHB: 
Invasive Shot Hole Borers (ISHB) are two species 
of invasive boring beetle that drill into tree trunks 
and branches, bringing with it a pathogenic fungus 
along that help establish and nurture shot hole 
borer colonies. The shot hole borer is dark brown 
or black and very small – measuring 0.05 and 0.1 
inches. The holes they bore measure 
approximately 0.85 mm inches in diameter (about 
the size of the tip of a ballpoint pen). Pregnant 
females bore into the tree bark and create galleries 
in which they can lay eggs. Once the eggs hatch, 
the larvae eat the fungus – gaining the nutrients 
they need to enter adulthood in about a month. 
Mature siblings mate with each other inside these 
galleries and then leave their host tree to affect 
others in the area. This activity attacks the tree’s 
vascular tissue and disrupts water and nutrient 
flow. The fungus that is produced is also harmful to 
the tree. 

Shot Hole Borers are known to have attacked more 
than 300 species of native, exotic and agricultural 
trees in Southern California and have been found 

in a number of environments – from urban 
landscapes to commercial groves, and now native 
riparian habitats like those within the Tijuana River 
Valley. More than 50 tree species have been 
documented as reproductive hosts for Shot Hole 
Borers.

Early detection is key, along with understanding 
proper isolation and disposal techniques. Proven 
disposal techniques include chipping and solarizing 
to remove infected wood and prevent further 
spread. This is part of a robust, multi-agency action 
plan that includes the following components: 
education, assessment and species management. 

For more information visit: http://ucanr.edu/sites/
pshb 

 

About the Training and Trap Installation: 

As part of an early detection monitoring effort 
spearheaded by the United States Forest Service, 
The San Diego River Park Foundation and the San 
Diego Natural History Museum recruited volunteers 
to set up traps along the San Diego River to monitor 
for the invasive pest. Twenty three volunteers 
attended the Invasive Shot Hole Borer training held 
at Tecolote Nature Center on August 25. 

Volunteers learned about the shot hole borer beetle, 
its lifecycle and ecology from USFS entomologist 
Andrea Hefty. Michael Wall from the San Diego 
Natural History Museum and Shannon Quigley-
Raymond from The San Diego River Park 
Foundation then stepped in to provide a summary of 
the local significance of ISHB and the trapping effort. 
Following the presentation, USFS entomologist 
Stacy Hishinuma demonstrated how to install the 
traps. The volunteers then set out in teams of 2-3 to 
deploy over 30 traps along the lower San Diego 
River. 

In three months, the volunteers will return to collect 
their traps and bring them to The Nat’s entomology 

department for processing; any suspected ISH 
beetles will be collected by USFS or The Nat for 
identification by the County of San Diego’s 
entomologists. Volunteers will also get the chance to 
see the insects on their traps under a microscope 
with the guidance of scientists. If ISHB is detected, a 
robust multi-agency action plan that includes 
education, assessment and species management 
will be developed and implemented to address 
threats posed by ISHB in the San Diego River 
watershed. 

Female PSHB Shot Hole Borer, identical appearance 
to the KSHB (detected in San Diego County)
photo credit:
https://ucanr.edu/sites/pshb/overview/About_PSHB/
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Tecolote Nature Center hosted
Solana Center Composting Workshop

The workshop hosted in October focused on basic 
composting with a little bit of worm composting mixed 
in. The workshop was provided free of charge by the City 
of San Diego’s Environmental Services Division and put 
on by the Solana Center. 

Kids Zone
Spiders and Bats at the Nature Center

After you fly or crawl by the nature center, enjoy a read 
aloud of Stellaluna by local author and artist Janell Cannon:
 https://www.storylineonline.net/books/stellaluna/ 

Book to Check Out 
Henry Hikes to Fitchburg by D. B. Johnson

As you read, you can 
think about each 
character’s experience 
and journey, and ways 
they were different and 
alike. 

This thought-provoking book is based on Henry David 
Thoreau’s life. 
Learn more at: 
http://www.dbjohnsonart.com/hikes/hikes.html 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/pshb
http://ucanr.edu/sites/pshb
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/stellaluna/


Art and Activities in October

About 80 friends— 40 children plus adults, 
joined the October Art and Activities! The 
theme was ”Spiders, Bats and Jacks." There 
was a short bat presentation, a spider web 
hunt and then various crafts.  
We hope children can join us again on 
December 19, 1:30-3:00. Theme TBD.

November Events
Events
Nature walks, spiders, and bats….oh my! 

At Buck's Farmer Market. July 18, 2011

 October Birding Walk with Tecolote
 Canyon Interpretive Group 

August Family Nature Walk with Tecolote
 Canyon Interpretive Group
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Tecolote Nature Center
5180 Tecolote Road San Diego, CA 92110 

858-581-9944 
Park Ranger Office 858-581-9961

Monday – Closed, 
Tuesday –Saturday 9:00-4:00, 

Sunday 9:00-2:00

Saturday, November 3 
9:00-10:30 Novem-Birds Family Walk

Join naturalists in ringing in November with a free, 
guided family walk in Tecolote Canyon. We never 

know what we'll find crawling, chirping, growing, and/
or flying in the canyon's main trail and Battle trail 

loop. Maybe we'll hear or see Novem-Birds! Carriers 
are recommended for little ones. Wear closed-toe 
shoes, and bring water and your sense of wonder.

Come fall for autumn with us! :-)

Sunday, November 4
9:00 am Sunday in the Garden

Start your Sunday off right! Help Ranger Erika in the 
native plant garden. Meet like-minded people, learn 

about our native plants, have fun!

Saturday, November 10
8:00 am *Birding the Southern Wildlife Preserve* 

(Sea World Drive frontage road) 
The fall migration should be in full swing and we will 
look for migratory ducks, herons, egrets and many 

other species. *Meet at Friars Road and the frontage 
road east of Sea World Drive. No facilities here and 
parking is along the shoulder of the frontage road. 
Binoculars are recommended as well as adequate 

water and sun protection. 

Saturday, November 17
9:00-11:00 Weed Warriors

Volunteer with the Park Rangers to clean up your 
canyon. Gloves and tools provided. Wear long pants 

and sturdy shoes. Bring water and sun protection.

Wednesday, November 21
Sorry, NO Art & Activities this month 

-See you on December 19 at 1:30

Activities are posted at
 https://www.meetup.com/Friends-of-Tecolote-

Canyon-Natural-Park-and-Nature-Center/
Like us on Facebook/Friends of Tecolote Canyon

www.friendsoftecolotecanyon.org

We hope you will be part of the 
Nano Nature Challenge 2019!

(see page 2)
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This Broad-tailed Paradise-Whydah is native to 
Africa, but has been observed in Tecolote 

Canyon recently due to a pet trade release. 
photo credit: https://www.inaturalist.org/

observations/17918406

http://www.meetup.com/Friends
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